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GENERAL
Palestine cease-~fire beset with difficulties: Although Jewa and Arabs

14Ve adespled a cease~tire in princip €, early zgreomant on the condie
tions for e ceseation of hostilities is improbable, There is considsr-

able disparity betireen the belligerents on the guostions of the admission

of irmigranto of military age to Pelestine during the period of the

truce and on the re-opening of a Jewish supply line to Jerusalem. Moie—
over, much acrimonious debate may be anticipated in the Security Council

before these and other problems can be solvod to thz satisfacticn of
both parties, Even if agreement is finally reachod, the truce will bo
an uneagy ona punctuated by accuesations of violation by sach side and
by desultory fighting,

Tha chanco is remote that during the four-seek pariod of the truce
& basis for 2 permanent settlement of the Palestine problem can be
establishod, Both sides are as uncomprising as ever on fundamental
issues, The Arabs refuse to concede tho possibility of a sovercign
and independent Jewish state with freedom of irmigration, which is the
foundation of Jewish demands. The ome hope of a solution appears to
lie in the coordination of US and UK policy to put pressure on Jews and
Arzbs to accopt a nominally federal state in which the Jewich ageas
wovld be autonomous and to wnich the Arabs would pemit a substantial

degrec of immigration, Fuiling such a solution; un indefinite continua-
ticn of strife in Palestine and unrest throughout the Middle Easi appear

to be ineviiable,

The pilitary picture in Palestines Kilitary operations in Palestina
havo Bacone concentraled in three arezs: (1) Jerusalem end its vitsl
supply road from Tel Aviv; (2) the environs of Tol Avivs and (3) the
Arab-hold triangle north of Kablus, In the battle for Jerusalem the
omphaais has shified {rom the city iteelf to its oupply line. Arab
Legion troops have followed up thoir capture of the 0ld City by closw
ing in on the strongly entrenchad Jowish forces in the New City, but
the main effort of both sides is now boing made around Latrun and in
tho Lydda Raxle area, alonpg the supply road, with the Arabs still
effective in proventing a Jowisn breakthrough,. At the same time, other
Arab forces advancing on Tel Aviv are sbovt 10 niles from the Ioraeli
capital. Iraqi units havo recaptured Ras el Fin, the Jorusalem vater
supply stelion northesst of Tel friv, wrdle other Jregi troops ars
reported to have driven through to the coast north of Tel Aviv,
Egyptien colums advancing from the south are reporved at Yibno, o2 few
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miles south of the Lydda-Ramle battlefield. Jewish efforts have cone
sisted mainly of counter-attacks in the Tel Aviv~Jerusalem sector.
However, Hagana forces attacking from the north have alreaqy

reached tha nsighborhood of Jenin, northwazlernmost town of the
triangular stronghold of the Arabs in north-central Palestine. If
contimied, this offensive against the principal Arab supply bass might
force the diveraion of Arab troops from central Palestine and thus
relieve the pressure on Tel Aviv,

GREECE

Quarrillas aeok%g ?aco? Possible Sateliite-guerrilla poace feelers,
acattered an ntative, may be observed in certain recent
developments, The Bulgars have told a neutral representative that
thoir government might take steps to resume normal relations with the
tponarcho-fascist” government in Athens, The Yugoslav delegate at the
UN hae been discussing thé (Groek situation in & tone which is unexpectedly
doscribed as conciliatory, An Albanian note to the Secretary General
of the UN, although couched in the usual vituperative terms, sugpests
that it 1ls possible for Greece to zettle amicably its difforences with
Albtania. PFinally, on 1 June the "democratic” army radio broadcast a
declaration that the "democretic® goverment is “always ready to accept
and encourage any initiative coming from anywhere" which would "lesd
to peace,

These developments and the contiming failure of the Satellites to
furnish significant aid to the guerrillas suggest that the Krexiin may
have dscided to abandon the military phase of the Communist program in
Oreeco, If such is the case, guerrilla leadsrs may well be seeking a
formula for ending hostilities without prejudicing the ultimate Come
muniat objective in Greece. The Greek Govermment, aware of such a
danger, is not likely to coms to terms with the guerrillae. If, howvever,
Cormurd st leadsrs are able to obtain political concessions from the
Greek Government before the army has achieved an absolute victory,
public morale will be impaired and the hard core of the Greek Commundist
Party will be left intact. Such a situation would eventuslly expose an
unstable Greece to the familiar, dreary round of Communist political
obstruction, blackmail, and economic strangulation, resulting finally
in a total Communist victory.

hction on the ri%e A Greek peneral's defiance of the courts has

e new e ace that ultre-rightists in Greece are impatient
with legal processes in dsaling with Communism and that come of them
are willing to take matters into their omn hands. The latest of
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taveral recent right-wing excesses, the incident concerns the commanding
general of the 1st Division, who ordered the arrest and exile of two
wealthy merchants for selling flour to the guerrillas, although they
had Just been acquitted of the charge by unanimous vote of the athens
Pardon Board, The merchants appea: to have been frezmed by the reaction-
ary X-jte group, and their acquittual was bitterly denounced by right~
wing newspapers, ‘

Dasplie the fear of somo moderate officiels that such gctions may
culminate in a breakdown of civil suthority, followed Ly a coup dletat,
a ruvivel of the pre-war machinations of military cliques is not likely,
in view of the abzence of an outstanding extremist lesder. However, the
Covernment is keeping careful watch for the emergsnce of any military
group which could threaten its overthrow,

TURKEY

Friction with Bulparia contimes: HRslaticns between Turkey and Bulgaria,
aiready vod, are growing morse, Sore weeks ago the Turkish Military
Attache in Sofis was compelled to return hcze, and shortly alterwands
the Turks, in retaliation, evictad his opposite number from Ankara.
Then last week, Turkish Poreign Minister Ssdak publicly charged that
the Bulgarians were making it impossible for Turkeyt's consular repre-
sentatives in Bulgaria to perform their duties,. le declared that

they were being subjected to the "same difficulties and unjustified .
treatrent” wiich had been inflicted on the military attache., Although
an open break in relations between the iwo countries has thus far been
awided, there is a limit to the amount of pressure which Turkish prids
wil) suffer. It is certain that the Turks, in the mids'. of a prolonged
internationsl crisis, will patiently try to preserve formally correct
relations with Bulgaria. should the Turkish Govermment.estimite, how.
ever, that public opinion will not pemmit it to endure further insult,
Ankara may decide to sever relations. If such a decision is rmade, the
government may merely recall all its diplomatic representatives in
Bulgaria, or it may anmounce unilaterally ihat diplomatic and commer-
cial relations between the two countries are officially ended,

LEBANON

President al Khuriis raeslection: President Bisharah al Krmurd's
personal prestige has been striidingly demcnstrated by the unanimous
action of the Chamber of Deputies in granting hinm a gscond six-vear
temm in office a full year before his present one explres. The
vote, teken 27 May, culminated months of maneuvering by EKhuri's
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supporters, who first had to push through a constitutional amendment
permitting the president to serve two consecutive terms,

Having assured his omn continuence in office, Khuri will prow .
batly order dissolution of the Chamber and new parliamentary elections
in order to quiet criticism of the high pressure methods used to get
him reelected. The balloting for the present Chamber last year was
attendad by loud shouts of fraud, and new elections would be both

popular and attention-gaining,

IRAN

Zho prino ministerial sweepstakes: While Prime Minister Halkirmd
continues %o astonish Tehran political circles by his ability to
remain in office without vieible msans of support, parlismeatary

or otherwise, his would-be successors are frantically Jjockeying

for position. The USSR (which has just engaged in a sharp exchange
of notes with Iran over a bordsr incident) is reportedly backing

two ouch candidates, and it is barely possible that a prime minister
more responsive to Soviet handling might take office in the conusion
attending Hakiwits fall, However, former Prime Minjster Qavam remaing
the most likely candidate for the Job, and unless he is unable to
arrive at any sort of modus vivendi with the Shah; a rival ie not
likely to obtain the premiership.
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